
To: John S. Halikowski. Director Arizona Department of Transportation

From: The Hilton Ranch Community Organization

I have recently learned that ADOT has not responded to the USFS request that ADOT

participate as a Cooperating Agency in the preparation-of the Environmental lmpact

Statement fbr the Ris.mont Coppei Projcct proposed lor southeastern Pima County' As

a resident of the afl'ected area I write to ask that your agency respond affirm.atively to the

usFS request that ADOT participate as a cooperating Agency. 
'fhere are. in my

jutlgment, conrpelling pubiic policy rcasons for ADOT to serve as a C)ooperating

Agency. I have set tbrth several reasons below'

l.  The Rosemont Mine Plan of Operation (MPO) clearly states their intent to usc

Arizona Stale Route 83 as their primary acccss road' With a 24 ton truck

deparl ing or rcturning to the site via highway 83 evcry 8 nl inutes, 2411 for 19

y.itt'. and additional traffic to support 500 employccs'

2. 
; l 'hey plan to build an entrance to the minc olf of highway 83 betwcen mile

markers 46 and 47 .In January 2003 the Corridor managcmcnt platr lbr the

Patagonia-Sonoita scenic road (SR83) was complcted by thc ADOT' In Cliapter

9, pug. 74 of the report ADOT describes the current use of scenic route 83 and

the safety and hazard arcas. This is fiom the rcport:

Current Scenic Road Use
'fntcks, curs, Bortlar Prtlrol t,ehiclcs, bicltgle,s, rct'rculionul vchicles, and

hrtr5es ull curcently shure lhc Pulcrgoniu-Sonrtiltt Scenic lloud. Driver's

tura loculs. ltturisls, inlernolionul shippers, trntl runchcr,s. 7'hcre is hcuvy

lruck use ulong lhe sccnic rocttl. 
'l 'ruckcrs huulirtg loucls of procluct'.fi'tttrt

Mexic6 t.t,sc slule Routa 82 u,s apcrccivetl shorlt'trl lo rcuc'h inlerslula 10,

they naetl to tuke slctta roulc 83 ancl,\late roule 90 us alternalive roules'
'l-his situution is rutl pcrmanenl. ADOT is trying lo Tnrsh lhc neu'bridge

cgnstruction pro.iect ulong ttt ct.fhster rute (re.farring lo lhe Dut'id,son

Canyonbr i t lgeonl - t0) . ' l ' ruckt ru l l icv t i l lq f i l ts l : , ;beu,st tJe lyconccrnon
theiscenic Roacl because the monlhs o./ highest volume corrcspon(l v'ith

the peuk tguris! season. 
'[he pre,sence o.f'lurgc truck,s unclv'iclc louds

along thc corricJor is a safbty concern und is nol cornputiblc t|ith scenic

designalion.

SafetY and Huzard Areas
Acciients occur on the Patagonia-Sonoita Scenic Roud muinly hecause

people clrive toT.fasl antJ the roudway is curvy. on state Route 83,

beti,een mileposts 11 antl 15, there is weur crnd leur on the roucl und

guartlretils get hit by lruc'ks v,ith oversize loucls. The nurrow sectittn o.l

roatJ bettt,e'en mileposts 43 antl 50 is especiully dangerou:; hecattse there

is no place for cars to pull over to allov, v,ide loads to pass. Rock/all

areas on State Rot.tles'82 ancl 83 require regilar maintenunce during and

afier strong rainstorms. Curved sections oJ the Scenic Road and sections
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with narcov, shoulders are elangerousJbr cyclists and.ioggers. Speeding

clrivers may not have fime to react to bicycles or pedeslrians when sight

distances crre impaired. They muy have no room l0 avoid them if

shoulclers are too narrow. Narrow shoulciers and lack of'adequale places

to pull of the roaj are also sa.fbty concerns.for tourists who want to enioy

lhe scenic views.

Rosemont plans to enter their property in the middle of what ADOT describes

as an "especially dangerous" section.
The section of Scenic Route 83 at mile post 44 is listed in the 2007 Arrzona Five

percent Report provided to the Federal Highway Administration by the state of

Arizona. The following is the description provided in the repofi

Highway 83 is a primary route to detour oversize and overweight loads heading

.urt on i-tO to avoid the weight limits on the Davidson Canyon bridge and the

height limits at thc Marsh Station railroad crossing (15 ft limit). ADOT rccords

show 663 permitted loads on highway 83 in 2007 alone.

From March l , 2002 to February 28.2007 the ADOT recorded 148 accidents

fiom I-10 to milcpost 42, a sixteen-milc long stretch. This is nearly 2 accidents

pcr milc. pcr year. I lalf  of the accidcnts involved iniuries, there were 5 latal i t ies.

7 of the accidents involved alcohol,0 involved drugs.' Ihc lypical tral-f ic consists

of tourists. nature buf1s, motorcycl ists, bicycl ists, and rccreation vchicles. l t  is

also uscd daily by residcnts, and school buses.
Future growth in the greater Tucson area is projectcd to occur primarily in the

southeastcrn portion ottt-r. city, and u..u r.iu.d by highway 83 and lnlerstate-102

As part of the scoping process of the National Environmental I'olicy Act (40 CIrR

1501.6), the Forest Servicc (the lcad agency) is idcntilying and inviting "cooperating

agencies."

40 CFR 1508.5 Definition of Cooperating Agency

"Cooperating agency" means any Fedcral agency other than a lead agency

which has jurisdiction by law or spccial expertise with respect to any

environmental impact involvcd in a proposal (or a rcasonablc altcrnativc)

fbr legislation or other rnajor frederal action significantly aff-ecting thc
quality of the human environment. The selection and responsibilities of a

coopcrating agency are described in Sec. 1501.6. A State or local agency
of similar qualifications or, when the efTects are on a reservation. an

Indian Tribe, may by agreement with the lead agency become a

cooperating agency."

The Arizona Department of Transportation is listed by the U.S. Forest Service as being

invited to participate in the scoping process and a certified letter was sent to Victor

Mendez, Director ADOT dated July 18, 20083. The lctter is parl of the federal register
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As an Arizona Citizenwhose safety will be affected by the traffic generated on SR 83' I

fee l i t is impor tan. . r , *v . 'par t ic ipate intheNEPAscopingprocessasacooperat ing
agency. A response would be appropnate'

Sincerely
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Additional signatures

Signature Address Date
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Date
Signature Address

CC:
The Honorablc .Tan Brewer. Governor of Arizona
Arizona State Transporlation Board

Arizona Department of Transportation Chief of Staff John Bogert

I Rosemont Project Mine Plan of Operations Section 2. l0 - Transportatlon
t pima association of governments presentation to the urban land institute forum on December 3' 2008

3 F'orest service website for the Rosemont Mine proposal
http://www. fs.fed.us/r3lcoronado/rosemont/documents/correspondence/cooPerating-
agencies/state/07 182008-invitation-az-deparlment-of-transportation.pdf
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