Dick Walden

Farmers Investment Co.

1525 East Sahuarita Road

Sahuarita, AZ  85629

With all due respect to Mr. (Bruce) Ellis’ comments, I have the following concerns:

· Both the Proposed CWC Pipeline and the proposed Rosemont Copper Mine are “connected actions” under NEPA that require joint review in a single NEPA process conducted by the Coronado National Forest.

· The transportation, recharge and withdrawal of CAP water anticipated in this project coupled with proposed uses of groundwater by Rosemont represent “cumulative impacts” to the environment for which a comprehensive analysis must occur.  A project cannot be segmented to evade a complete NEPA review.
· The Bureau’s scoping process has begun prematurely.  There is a lack of:  technical information regarding the pipeline; detailed commitments regarding funding; and full information regarding potential users of the pipeline.  The letter of intent between CWC and Rosemont is not legally enforceable; it cannot bind the parties.
· The Bureau’s scoping notice is insufficient:  it lacks an identification of reasonable and obvious alternatives; it is simplistic and cursory regarding the potential impacts it will analyze; it fails to list other significant potential impacts; and it fails to indicate potential cooperating agencies.
· Clearly, the Forest Service’s consideration of the Rosemont Copper Mine must be integrated with the proposed CWC pipeline.
We will submit formal comments by September 12, 2008.
