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Appendix A: Public Land Investments 

Public Lands in the Greater Tucson Region 
 
The greater Tucson Region occupies an area of approximately 5,000 square miles defined by, and  
encompassing several surrounding mountain ranges; the Catalina Mountains (north),  the Santa Rita 
Mountains (south), the Rincon-Whetstone-Huachuca Mountains complex (east) and the Tucson-Sierrita-
Tumacacori Mountains complex (west). As shown in Figure 1, this area includes a major portion of the 
Coronado National Forest (under jurisdiction of the US Forest Service contained within the US 
Department of Agriculture), including three entire Management Units -- Santa Catalina, Santa Rita and 
Whetstone, and portions of two other units ς Tumacacori and Huachuca.  Saguaro National Park (east 
and west units) is situated wholly within the region as well.  The region also contains Sovereign Lands 
ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƘƻƴƻ hΩhŘƘŀƳ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƛȊƻna State Trust lands under the jurisdiction of 
the Arizona Land Department, and the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area (and adjoining lands) 
under the jurisdiction of the US Bureau of Land Management.  In addition, there are numerous 
parklands and protected ranchlands1 under the jurisdiction of various state and local governments 
within the region.    
 

 
 
Figure 1: Location of Tucson Region within Southern Arizona 
Source: Coronado National Forest; Draft Forest Plan, March 2010. 
 

In the aggregate, these public lands constitute nearly 57 percent of the land area within the greater 
Tucson Region, and thus represent a major public investment.  In addition to their high scenic value, 

                                                           
1
 Pima County has both fee simple ownership as well as conservation easements on a substantial acreage of 

ranchland within the region. 
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these public lands provide important open space for a wide range of active and passive outdoor 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ άŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ this public 
investment also adds significant value to the residents of the urbanized areas within this vast complex of 
protected/conservation lands, as well as to their property values. Moreover, tourism and visitor-serving 
industries constitute a significant share of the regional economy (1 in 10 workers are employed in these 
industries) and rely on the many visitors who are attracted to the Tucson area, in no small measure due 
to the high amenity value of the surrounding high-desert and mountain landscape.  In brief, then, these 
extensive public land holdings constitute a substantial economic asset to the greater Tucson region. 
 

Detailed Analyses of Public Lands 
 
Figure 2 below, contains a more detailed map of a significant portion of the greater Tucson Area. The 
study area defined in this figure contains over 2,000,000 acres, approximately 3,200 square miles. 
 
Figure 2: Public Lands and Facilities in Greater Tucson Study Area 
 

 
 
Source: Pima County GIS Department, 2010 


